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When is Sisal the best choice?
In order to best answer that question, we would need to know what are sisal’s best 

characteristics. Every textile has good and bad qualities and making sure the environment is 
a good fit for the textile’s best qualities is the best way to ensure that you will enjoy your rug. 
So here are the pros:

• Natural Biodegradable Fiber: For those of us who are environmentally conscious 
Sisal is a natural plant fiber and will not spend the next thousand years in a landfill trying 
to decompose. 

• Non-Allergenic Fiber: Again, being a natural fiber there are no VOCs (Volatile 
Organic Compounds) to off gas like synthetic carpet fibers.

• An Easy To Work With Look: Its natural tan appearance lends itself to blending in 
with most decors. 

• Resists Static: Unlike nylon which is the most common carpet fiber, holds and 
transmits almost no electrical charge.    

Here are a list of of the cons:
•    Easily Stained: Because sisal is a natural fiber, it is not 
manufactured with the idea that is is going to become a 
rug one day. So anything spilled absorbs into the fiber 
and is often permanent.
•     Water marks: The cellulose in Sisal will oxidize when 
it is exposed to moisture leaving a dark water mark that 
is difficult to reverse. 
•     Difficult To Clean: Because it is often a bulky, 
woven, prickly piece of goods, particulate soils become 
trapped and difficult to remove with normal vacuuming. 

Some Common Misconceptions
• Sisal Is Durable: Sisal’s bulky appearance and rough texture can make you think that it is 

a durable fiber. The truth is sisal has a tinsel strength much lower than almost any other 
fiber used as a flooring textile. On average sisal can experience 60 bends before it breaks. 
Compare that to wool which can experience 70,000 bends before it breaks and it isn’t even 
close to being a durable flooring fiber. 
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• Easy to clean: Because sisal is prone to water marks when it gets wet, it is almost 
impossible without professional equipment, experience and knowledge, for DIY’er to do 
anything but make it worse. Sisal is one of the most difficult to clean fibers we come 
across because it requires a process that extends far beyond that of the average hand 
knotted wool rug. 

• High Value Rug: The price tag doesn’t often reflect the quality of what is being 
purchased. It sometimes might reflect the demand. Sisal rugs best quality is that they have 
a very desirable look. Their appearance is the biggest factor that contributes to the high 
price tag. 

Best And Worst Environments For a Sisal Rug
A sisal rug would be best suited for a room that is not going to experience everyday traffic. 
Due to it’s low durability, it can’t stand up to everyday traffic. A spare bedroom would be a 
great place to accent the room with the look that sisal rugs offer. And because of its resistance 
to static, if this spare room were to double as a home office, as long as a protective chair mat 
is used over the rug, it would be a good fit so that no worries about static electricity 
damaging your computer’s hard drive. 

You would want to keep sisal out of anyplace that is prone to 
experiencing moisture. So a bathroom, pool room, or screened in 
porch are not good ideas for sisal given its propensity for 
watermarks. Also being a natural fiber, it becomes a good food 
source for mold and mildew once it gets wet. Small sisal rugs are 
sometimes used in kitchens as a place to stand while doing 
dishes. Unless you just plan on throwing the rug away when it 
no longer looks ascetically pleasing then I would keep the sisal 
out of the kitchen. In addition to the watermarks, it will most 
likely experience food spills which will be difficult to clean as well. 

I hope that this information has been helpful and if you have any questions about sisal rugs - 
or any rugs - please feel free to call us at Dad’s Carpet and Rug Cleaning. (205) 664-5559.
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